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          7     The WA VE 

Packet Radio Needs You! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your City Needs You 
Your County Needs You 
Your Country Needs You 

 

Okay, okay. So that was a little 

over the top. However it is actu-

ally accurate. We have a shortage 

of packet capable amateur radio 

operators in the Clatsop County.  

 

During an emergency we will 

need many more operators avail-

able to work three shifts and they 

will need packet radio capability.  

 

Packet capability will be needed 

because we will need to pass 

large amounts of textual informa-

tion such as lists of survivors, 

lists of casualties and their medi-

cal assessments, needs for sup-

plies, etc. In addition we must use 

packet for peoples names because 

we cannot transmit them over the 

air.  

 

Also, all these long lists of textual 

data will be very difficult to pass 

accurately during voice QSO’s. 

Think about spelling out every 

word in a typical letter phoneti-

cally. Your mouth will get very 

tired. 

In addition, more than one station 

can be active at one time, on the 

same frequency, so the radio spec-

trum can be utilized more effi-

ciently.  

 

Where do we go from here?  

 

First, we need to know every ham 

in the area that has packet capabil-

ity. If you are not sure ask for help. 

 

Second, we need to train every 

ham that is interested in packet 

radio how to operate the equip-

ment that exists at various loca-

tions around the county, such as 

the Cannon Beach Fire Dep’t, St. 

Peter The Fisherman Church in 

Arch Cape, the Hertig Fire Station, 

and the County Emergency opera-

tion Center. 

 

Third, We need as many hams as 

possible to invest a few dollars in 

packet capability. If you are not 

certain what to do, send us an 

email and we will pair you with an 

Elmer to help you get set up. 

 

At least two area ham operators 

have packet radio in their vehicles. 

That would be Hal (WA7FIV) and 

Jeff (AB7DN). 

 

In closing, I must tell you that the 

need is real. We cannot know 

when a disaster will strike so we 

all need to act with some urgency. 

 

In the future you will hear more 

about this subject and training op-

portunities. Stay tuned for more. 

Fire Strikes Seaside 
C.E.R.T. Is Activated 

Very few things are as scary as 

fire. Three area hams ,who are also 

members of C.E.R.T., were called 

out by the Seaside Fire Department 

to assist with this blaze. They were 

Terry Williams (KE7QFR), Robin 

Knoll (KN0LL) and Roy Hackett 

(K7POV).  

 

They don’t actually fight the fire. 

That is for the trained, professional 

fire crews. What C.E.R.T. does is 

provides support to the firefighters. 

That can range from crowd control, 

to refilling oxygen tanks, handing 

out water, etc.  

 

C.E.R.T. is looking for a few good 

men and women to support the Fire 

Department. Basic gear is pro-

vided. If you would like to check 

into becoming a C.E.R.T. member 

please contact the Seaside Fire 

Chief, Joey Daniels. 

Photo by Seaside Signal 
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 PACIFICON   

SANTA CLARA CA. OCT 12-14 

 

 

If you cannot wait until SeaPac top go to a hamfest them you need to know about this shindig. On Octo-

ber 12th, 13th and 14th the joint Pacificon and ARRL 2012 National Convention will take place at the 

Mariott Hotel in Santa Clara, California.  Hosted by the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club, Pacificon is 

considered the premiere West coast ham radio gathering and this year with the addition of the ARRL 

Expo, planners are going all out to make it the best ever.  And by going all out we mean some 80 forums, 

a huge exhibit hall featuring all of the well known ham radio manufacturers, distributors and retailers; a 

huge flea market and several special gatherings. 

 

Among those who will be appearing at these years Pacificon is Amateur Radio's best known educator 

and the co-host of  the T-V webcast Ham Nation, Gordon West, WB6NOA.  Gordo will be the keynote 

speaker presenting the Saturday Opening Address and word is that this is already a complete sellout. 

 

Also in attendance will be NASA Astronaut Lee Morin, KF5DDB.  He 

will be the featured speaker for the evening banquet. Morin served as a 

Mission Specialist on the space shuttle Atlantis for STS-110 mission 

that launched in April of 2002. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flying in all the way from Lincoln, Nebraska (but not on the shuttle Atlantis)is 

ham radios favorite kit building enthusiast, Joe Eisenberg, K0NEB.   Eisenberg 

will be giving his acclaimed talk and demonstration titled Kit Building 101 and 

102 at Pacificon. 

 

Add to that the ARRL Expo, an all day Friday antenna seminar, special event 

station W1AW/6 and so much more that there's no time to mention it all and 

you have the makings of a great West coast ham radio gathering.  And you can 

find out more by simply going to www.pacificon.org on the World Wide Web.   
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Gordo is in the tux 

http://www.pacificon.org
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Sunday - The Coastal "YL" 

Net rolls at 8:00 PM weekly. 

This net is for young ladies of 

all ages. This is a social net on 

the W7BU repeater system 

(145.450). PL tone is 118.8. For 

this net, the W7BU repeater 

system will be linked to the 

BeachNet System. 

Monday - The Clatsop 

County A.R.E.S. Net rolls at 7 

PM weekly on the W7BU re-

peater system (145.450). PL 

tone is 118.8. The W7BU re-

peater system is normally linked 

to the BeachNet System for this 

net. 

FYI - District One includes Clatsop, 

Clackamas, Columbia, Multnomah, 

Tillamook and Washington counties.  

 

Friday - No VHF/UHF nets 

 

Daily HF Nets -  

The OEN (Oregon Emergency Net) 

rolls daily at 6:00 PM and 7:00 PM on 

3980 MHz LSB. This is a directed net 

where you respond when you city is 

called.  As you know, a General class 

license or higher is required for the 80 

meter band. Ready for an upgrade? 

Tuesday  -  No VHF or UHF 

nets today.  

Can anyone tell me when we are 

going to start up a digital 

packet net???  

Wednesday  -  The STARS 

A.R.E.S. net runs weekly at 7:00 

PM on the STARS 145.490 re-

peater. Use a PL tone of 118.8. 

Thursday - Oregon A.R.E.S. 

District One net. This net rolls on 

the Timber repeater (in the Forest 

Grove area) on 145.270 with a PL 

tone of 107.2 at  7:30 PM. 

 

 

Your Area Nets  

  

Gary Pearce (KN4AQ) of HamRadioNow interviews 

Mary Moore WX4MM about Women in Ham Radio  

 

Mary is a former YLRL (Young Ladies Relay League)

President, and of course wants to see more women in 

Ham Radio. Gary tries to bridge the gender divide. See 

how well he does! Watch Episode 22 of: Women in 

Ham Radio - Mary Moore WX4MM 

 

http://youtu.be/hKA49VG5maE 

 
Check out the YLRL website at: 

 

http://www.qsl.net/ylrl/ylrlwho.html 

 
Editorial comment - The above article is a bit 

ironic because right down the road, in Seaside, 

the STARS club has four elected female board 

and many female ham members.  Check out 

their website at:   http://www.wa7ve.org 

   

Ham Among Americans Killed in Libyan 

Consulate Attack - Sean Smith, KG4WSS, 

had worked for the State Department for the 

past ten years, and was on temporary assign-

ment in Libya at the time of the attack. Sean 

is survived by his wife, Heather, and two 

young children, Samantha and Nathan of 

Falls Church, VA.   When will it end?? 

  Sean Smith (KG4WSS) 

 

  

Women In Ham Radio              
Ham Killed in Libyan  

Consulate Attack 

http://youtu.be/hKA49VG5maE
http://www.qsl.net/ylrl/ylrlwho.html
http://www.wa7ve.org
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HF Radio Used By  

Wireless Power System  
 

Assistant Professor Marin Soljacic from the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology is one of 

the researchers behind work that could enable 

electronic devices such as cameras, phones and 

MP3 players to be recharged using HF Radio, 

eliminating the need for cables. 

 

He recently gave an interview to the BBC regard-

ing Wireless Power delivery that can be seen at:  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/

technology/6129460.stm  

 

The proposed system sounds reminiscent of the 

work by the world-renowned inventor, physicist, 

mechanical engineer and electrical engineer Ni-

kola Tesla. 

 

 

 

 

 

In the BBC article an HF frequency of 6.4 MHz is 

quoted for the system, however, no mention is 

made of the total bandwidth occupied.  

 

This is an unfortunate choice of frequency since 

the HF radio spectrum (3 - 30 MHz) is a precious 

natural resource. It is the only part of the electro-

magnetic spectrum capable of sending low power 

signals around the world and needs to be pro-

tected against all forms of electromagnetic pollu-

tion. 

 

It is claimed the sytem would use "non-radiative" 

objects with so-called "long-lived resonances" 

and when energy is applied to these objects it 

would remain bound to them, rather than escaping 

to space. However, the initial system is designed 

to cover a room and Marin Soljacic talks about 

adapting it to work in a factory. One wonders if in 

that scenario it would still be "non-radiative?"  

 

It is to be hoped that if this system eventually 

comes to fruition alternative frequencies will be 

used to ensure it doesn’t radiate an electronic 

smog that fouls and pollutes the HF radio spec-

trum. 

 Wireless Power, Contõd  
 

 

 

Background information:  

 

Marin Soljacic received a BsE degree in physics 

from MIT in 1996, and a BsE degree in electri-

cal engineering from MIT in 1996. He got his 

PhD from the Physics Department of Princeton 

University in 2000. After that, he was a Pap-

palardo fellow in the physics department of 

MIT.  

 

In 2003, he became a Principal Research Scien-

tist in Research Laboratory of Electronics at 

MIT. In the autumn of 2005, he became Assis-

tant Professor in the physics department of MIT. 

In 2005 he was the recipient of the Adolph 

Lomb medal from the Optical Society of Amer-

ica. 

 

His main research interests are in theoretical 

photonic crystals, and non-linear optics. He is a 

co-author of 53 scientific articles (published or 

submitted), and is a co-author of 15 patents 

pending (or issued) with the US patent office.  

 

Nikola Tesla information is available at: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikola_Tesla  

 

The Tesla Wardenclyffe Project  

http://www.teslascience.org/  

 

Nikola Tesla 

Yikes! Tesla coil at work 
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http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/6129460.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/6129460.stm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikola_Tesla
http://www.teslascience.org/
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Think You Need A  

Linear For DX?? 
Pete M3ZXZ got up early on Sunday to work some impressive 

DX using just 2.5 watts of SSB and a simple wire antenna. 

 

On the G-QRP list Pete writes: 

 

Well... well... well. I go to the beach and set up at 0530 UT 

[Sunday, September 30]. My dogs were happily running 

around while I sat on end of a groyne with just a simple wire 

vertical on a fishing pole fed against a 3.9m counterpoise wire, 

and tuned with the Elecraft T1 ATU. 

 

Heard several strong VK and ZL, but every time I responded to 

a QRZ I was drowned in very strong "I" and "EA" stations. 

Was getting a bit dejected and started to wonder if I was actu-

ally putting anything out - checked, and sure enough, all good.  

 

Heard IS0FDW calling CQ on 18158.00 - responded and made 

contact. Nice little QSO with my 2.5W SSB. At least I knew 

now that all okay my end. Heard strong VK on 18165, but it 

was bedlam whenever he said "QRZ"! 

 

Went back down to 20, tried the VK and ZL stations again but 

no luck. Then on 14222.95 heard ZD7FT calling CQ. Re-

sponded and he heard me. Managed to exchange calls and sigs 

at 0725 UT, but then one of my dogs caught my power lead 

and unplugged it from the rig! Plugged back in by which time 

ZD7FT was in QSO with another fella. At this time, I didn't 

know where ZD7FT was - for some reason I kept thinking ZD 

was Africa, and I've only just found now that I'm home that it's 

St Helena Island. Very pleased :) 

 

After that, I was thinking it was time to make tracks home. But 

had a quick tune first and heard VK7ROY in QSO on 14200. 

After a couple of minutes he called QRZ for UK stations. I 

responded, but a bit of a melee kicked off with the usual I and 

EA stations thinking that "UK stations only please" meant 

them. VK7ROY called again, "QRZ UK only", I responded 

and he got me. Then had an amazing QSO with him. My sigs to 

him were 54 but we had no problem at all copying and I am 

grateful to everybody else for standing by. 2.5W SSB and good 

copy - my very first VK and I was gobsmacked. THANK YOU 

ROY! 

 

So, WOW, what a morning. Perfect. Dogs had a great time and 

so did I. Mrs M just thinks I'm barking mad :) 

 

Pete M3KXZ 

 

 

Restructuring:   

TV Spectrum Auction Update 
According to top FCC officials, Federal Communication 

Commission Chairman Julius Genachowski will soon circu-

late the FCC's long-awaited framework for reclaiming and 

re-auctioning broadcast spectrum for wireless use, and re-

packing remaining stations. This, with the target of having a 

report and order voted by mid-2013 and the auctions com-

pleted by the end of 2014. 

 

The document is described as a comprehensive treatment 

rather than the first of a series of items.  As such it's ex-

pected to contain many detailed proposals that the FCC will 

then seek comment on and adjust as needed.  The FCC is 

trying to move far enough down the road with this initial 

proposal to make that auction goal of 2014 a realistic one. 

 

While ham radio is not directly involved in this frequency 

shuffle, there is always the chance that some bands like 222 

to 225 MHz and 50 to 54 MHz could be impacted.  This is 

because 222 to 225 MHz lies between what is known as the 

spectrum between the VHF low and VHF high band TV 

channels. 

 

50 to 54 MHz, that we call 6 meters, is actually VHF low 

band TV channel 1.  If the sell-off of the coveted UHF 

broadcast spectrum results in a lot of TV stations returning 

to the VHF bands then both these spectral parcels could 

come under some future reallocation scrutiny.  We are not 

saying that it will happen that way, but ham radio has to 

keep a careful watch on how it might be affected in the 

years to come. 

Narrow Banding By 01/01/13 
The FCC has sent out notices to the manufacturers, import-

ers, distributes and users of Private Land Mobile two way 

radios that the deadline to switch to 12.5 Khz narrow band 

transmission is January 1, 2013.  This is for two way radio 

gear that operates in the 150 to 174 MHz and 421 to 470 

MHz frequency bands, not including the 2 meter or 70 cen-

timeter Amateur Service spectrum.   

 

The reason for this mandated change is to promote the effi-

cient use of private land mobile radio spectrum and to fa-

cilitate the introduction of advanced technologies.  In other 

words, this government edict is not only applicable to ana-

log FM based communications but to current and all future 

digital modes as well. Manufacturers must cease manufac-

turing and importing equipment that is capable of 25 kHz 

mode operation in the VHF and UHF bands by 01/01/2013. 

 

I'm Jim Davis, W2JKD. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GQRP
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Interpersonal Communications  

Tip Of The Month 
 

Comment from the editor. I have been asked why this type of article (not about ham radio or electronics) is in 

our newsletter. The answer is this. We should all strive to improve our interpersonal communication skills. In so 

far as it will help everyone get along better in our club,  I have decided to place one of these articles each month 

in our newsletter so we can all work on knocking off a few of our rough edges, especially me.    

 

Keys to effective meetings: Time, Tone and Planning 

 

As a communication specialist, I participate in problem-solving meetings every day and witness the same meet-

ing problems. People talk too long about the less important items and then fall into debate around the more im-

portant issues. Time slips by without anyone seemingly noticing it until the ending time draws near and then 

there is a scurry to make a decision. Some people dominate the discussion, while others are disengaged. If the 

environment doesn’t feel safe, people withhold their true thoughts about what is being discussed in the meeting 

and vent later in hallway conversations. 

 

Fortunately, there are basic meeting techniques that can be incorporated right away that will make a significant 

difference. Whether you are meeting with three people or 20, in a conference room or on a conference call, there 

are three areas which are essential for success: planning agendas, managing time, and advocating tone. 

 

Agenda Planning 

The most common planning mistakes around meetings are failure to plan an agenda, thinking in terms of topics 

not outcomes and lack of prioritization. Those mistakes create a situation where everything that is said in the 

meeting appears to have equal value and worth talking at length about. 

 

Planning tips 

· Create the standard practice of requiring a prioritized agenda at any meeting with three people or more. Even 

if planning time is occasionally nonexistent, find a way to sketch out at least a minimal agenda and prioritize the 

agenda items in the first couple minutes of the meeting. 

· Before you discuss any agenda item, clarify with the group the desired outcome. “When we are finished with 

this agenda item, what do we want to hold in our hands?” (e.g. a list of strategies for how to improve our relation-

ship with a particular client; a decision on adjusted work hours) Without identified outcomes, meetings fre-

quently end up being more about “talk time” and decision making is left up in the air. 

 

Time Management 

The most common time wasters that occur in meetings include being loose around time (e.g. starting overly late 

and not having a sense that time has value until the ending time starts to loom) and lack of facilitation. Both of 

these problems frequently occur because people are uncomfortable interrupting others who have slid off topic, 

slipped into too much detail, repeating themselves or just enjoying hearing themselves talk. 

 
Keep the focus on the positive and how the team can be a little bit better next time. 

 

Continued on Page 10 

Patti Lind 

   Your Intrepid 
Newsletter Editor  
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California QSO Party 
 

The weekend of the 29th was the Texas QSO party which I enjoyed very much. Now it is California’s turn.  

 

The 46th annual California QSO Party starts at 1600 UTC on October 6, 2012. They will attempt to have all of the 

58 California counties on the air. Although this is mostly a USA/VE contest, there is surprisingly high DX participa-

tion and there are awards for the DX winners. Special edition T-shirts are also available for purchase. 

 

Last year almost 1000 logs were submitted. Activity is always high.  

You can work the same station on all bands 2-160 meters on both CW and SSB so there is rarely a dull moment. 

 

The exchanges are as follows: 

 

Serial number and state/province for stations outside of California (serial number and “DX” for stations outside of 

the USA and Canada) 

 

Serial number and county abbreviation for California stations (the abbreviations are listed here: http://www.cqp.org/

cqp_multipliers.html)  For more information, please visit the CQP Web page www.cqp.org 

 

For questions, send email to info@cqp.org 

 

 

 

Did You Know the Earth Sings?? 
 

You really should click on the link below and watch the video.  Turn up the volume. This is cool. 

 

The Sound of Earthsong. This is NOT the Michael Jackson music video. This IS Science at NASA at work. 

 

Ham Radio gets a mention in this NASA video about the eerie-sounding radio emissions from around the Earth.  

 

A NASA spacecraft has recorded eerie-sounding radio emissions coming from our own planet. These beautiful 

"Songs of Earth" could, ironically, be responsible for the proliferation of deadly electrons in the Van Allen Belts. 

 

Watch ScienceCasts: The Sound of Earthsong    http://youtu.be/MkTL2Ug6llE 

 

 

http://www.cqp.org/cqp_multipliers.html
http://www.cqp.org/cqp_multipliers.html
http://www.cqp.org
mailto:info@cqp.org
http://youtu.be/MkTL2Ug6llE


P A G E  8  

 

 

SMA to BNC Problem Fix 
Two years ago, I bought a Yaesu FT-60 for my wife. It, like virtually all of the HT's for sale these days, comes 

with an SMA antenna mount. In my humble opinion, the little antennas that come with those radio are not much 

more than a glorified Dummy Load. If a person wants to use their older BNC duckie, they have to purchase an 

SMA to BNC adaptor; yet another expense. 

 

Problem: with few exceptions, when the adaptor is screwed onto the SMA threads, there is a space of several milli-

meters. This leaves an exposed area at the antenna connector which, if the radio is dropped at a certain angle, there 

is a genuine risk of the SMA thread on the radio being broken off. I've actually heard of this happening to a few 

hams, and no, this is not a warranted repair item. 

 

Solution: Go to your local hardware store. Purchase some small rubber grommets, usually two but sometimes three 

depending on your rig, and the SMA to BNC adaptor you happen to be using. You'll have to play around a little 

bit, but you will find the right ones. Find the grommet with an inside diameter that fits snuggly on the SMA thread. 

With your BNC adaptor still on your radio, you will be able to see how much space there is between the bottom of 

the BNC adaptor and the top of your radio. Buy just enough grommets to take up that little space. Remove your 

BNC antenna and the adaptor. Place the grommets on your SMA connector. Replace your BNC to SMA adaptor, 

and screw it back on. Put it on just Finger tight-no more than that. This greatly strengthens the entire assembly, and 

it greatly improves the cosmetic appearance of your rig. It will have no affect on the performance of your radio. 

This entire procedure costs less than a buck. 

  

-Bruce A. Forster 

AC7AA 

 

 

Have You Heard Em? 
 

Warning: Mobile Ham operators all over the U.S. are observing and reporting truckers talking above 28mhz 

(28.000+). These Hams will report the truck and it's company to the FCC. They often include video and audio evi-

dence with their complaints. The FCC contacts the trucking company warning them of potential fines. Truckers 

have been fired. Companies have been fined. It is best to stay within the common 1-40. The irony being, what 

truckers might think are added privacy channels are actually drawing national attention. 

 

 

Note To Truckers: If you own a Modified Export 

"CB Radio" like a Galaxy or similar, "19 HIGH" is 

28.085. Truckers change band selector while on channel 

19 CB to "high" or "Band D" ? This causes them to talk 

in the "Ham Bands". This is not good. What is worse, 

these truckers are speaking in the "morse code only" 

area of this "Ham Band". Ham operators are not legally 

able to use voice to tell the truckers "hey, you are 

talking in the Amateur Radio CW section of 10 meters" 

 

. 
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Amateur Radio Supplies Giveaway  

Promotes Amateur Radio For Youth 
 

Amateur Radio Supplies of Haverhill, Mass., have announced a new biannual giveaway to promote 

youth in amateur radio DXing and contesting. 

 

“Getting on HF (high frequency) in today’s economy is very challenging for many, but especially for 

our youth operators,” said Jeff Demers, owner, Amateur Radio Supplies. “Many youth operators are 

unable to purchase the needed equipment to get on the air. Here at Amateur Radio Supplies, we want 

them to experience the joy that has propelled us in this hobby for many decades. Thus, on January 1, 

2013, we’ll be doing the first of many station sponsorships to support youth in DXing and contest-

ing.” 

 

Amateur Radio Supplies will give a complete HF (high frequency) station to the selected applicant, 

including: 

Å Alinco DX-SR8T/E 160-6m All Mode Transceiver & 30 Amp PS 

Å LDG AT-100 Pro II Desktop Antenna Tuner 

Å Choice of Rugged All Band G5RV or HyGain DX-77A Vertical  

Å 100ô of Premium RG-213 Coax 

Å Vibroplex Brass Racer Iambic Paddles 

Å SignaLink USB Sound Card for Digital Modes 

Å Heil Pro Set Plus Headset 

 

Applicants from any country under the age of 21 are invited to provide brief answers to the following 

three questions, as well as their name, call sign, and license class, online at: 

 http://www.amateurradiosupplies.com/youth-s/222.htm. 

1. How often are you able to operate on the HF bands? 

2. Where (what QTH) do you typically operate from? 

3. How do you intend to use the equipment provided? 

Nominations will also be accepted. If you know of a deserving youth, please email Randy Rowe at: 

randy@amateurradiosupplies.com. 

About Amateur Radio Supplies 

Founded in 2012, Amateur Radio Supplies provides a full line of gear, including antennas, transceiv-

ers, coax, antenna wires and countless station accessories. Amateur Radio Supplies was founded in 

order to provide amateur radio operators with the supplies they need to pursue their passion – ham 

radio. 

Amateur Radio Supplies, www.amateurradiosupplies.com, offers low prices and a full selection of 

tools and station supplies, baluns, antenna wires and more. 

http://www.amateurradiosupplies.com/youth-s/222.htm
mailto:randy@amateurradiosupplies.com
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/september2012/www.amateurradiosupplies.com


 

Interpersonal Communications  

Tip Of The Month, Contõd. 
 

 

Time tips 

 

· Have simple ground rules for all meetings in your organization. 

(E.g. start on time, stay focused on the agenda, speak openly and directly, one person speaks at a time, listen and resolve, 

be respectful.) 

 

· Assign a facilitator for the meeting. Someone who is responsible for monitoring the time, redirecting conversations, and 

keeping the group focused on accomplishing the agenda items. 

 

· At the end of every meeting take a moment to assess how well the meeting went in terms of the ground rules and facilita-

tion. 

 

Advocating tone 

 

Meetings are the public showcase for how the organization interacts. Good communication ability is essential for good 

business to occur and the amount of problems which occur in organizations when people withhold their important 

thoughts and expertise is stunning. Counter-productive meeting behaviors which can hurt your business long-term are: an 

obvious imbalance in participation; debating, arguing or mocking other’s ideas and allowing overt, disrespectful behavior 

towards group members or the leader. 

 

Tone tips 

 

· Give permission for anyone in a meeting to speak up respectfully when counter-productive behaviors are occurring. 

The simplest and most effective way is to identify the behavior and redirect it. For example, “I feel like we are moving 

into debate here, can we go back to generating solutions?” Or, “I’d like to hear from some of the people who haven’t been 

able to weigh in on this subject yet.” Or, upon seeing some eye rolling, “I can see you are disagreeing with something and 

I’d like to know what is on your mind. The more objective the better.” 

 

· Leaders in meetings need to have the important conversations with individuals who are undermining the groupôs ability 

to communicate effectively with one another. Leaders are frequently hesitant to have these conversations but failure to do 

so drives a tremendous amount of additional problems. The best time to have a coaching moment is before going into a 

meeting. For example, “Sometimes you start to laugh when someone says something you disagree with. I think that im-

pacts people’s comfort in speaking up. I’d like to ask you to withhold this reaction and speak directly to your concern 

instead. Does that sound reasonable to you?”  

 

In the final analysis, meetings can be very complex and there are always unspoken interpersonal dynamics occurring. Yet 

despite this complexity, it is helpful to know that incorporating some simple structuring around agenda planning, manag-

ing the time well throughout the meeting and advocating an environment where people realize they need to bring their 

best communication skills to the table will improve probably every meeting you lead or attend. 
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Morse Code - Really??? 

In last months Condensor I described the Morse code 

being laid down on Mars by the Curiosity Rover’s tire 

treads. I got a couple of messages on the theme of 

“Morse code? People still use that?” 

Many commercial and military services have aban-

doned Morse in favor of any one of hundreds of digital 

modes, delivered via HF, VHF, UHF, or satellite. Even 

amateur radio licensing no longer requires a test in 

Morse code. So why is it that on certain weekends of 

the year, the HF amateur bands are jam-packed with 

tens of thousands of hams blasting their CW signals 

around the world?  

I suppose there are a few reasons. First, any active ham 

can tell you that CW, being a narrow-band mode, can 

“get through” in marginal conditions when wider-

bandwidth modes (like voice) cannot. There are cer-

tainly newer digital modes using various flavors of 

FSK and PSK, some with error-correction built in, but 

these require some sophisticated electronics to generate 

and decode, and at the end of the day, they generally 

provide lower throughput than Mr. Morse’s code. You 

can generate Morse code on a radio by touching two 

wires together, and decode it by ear. Pretty simple. I 

know several hams that were licensed in the period 

after the Morse test was required, and they discovered 

quickly that making long-distance contacts was a lot 

harder on voice. They chose to learn the code and 

started using it. 

That leads me to the second reason for learning and 

using Morse. It has to do with the sense of personal 

accomplishment that comes with learning a skill then 

putting it to use, however impractical it may seem to 

others. Compare it to fishing. If you want to eat fish, 

it’s a lot easier to buy some at the local market or go to 

a restaurant. However, people are still learning how to 

use a fishing rod, bait a hook, cast the bait to where the 

fish are, hook a fish, and reel it in without losing it. 

Some fishermen take the process all the way to comple-

tion - they clean the fish, cook it, and eat it. 

You can learn Morse code lots of ways. The historical 

methods have included tapes, records, and over-the-air 

practice. Nowadays, there are lots of online options ... 

Google “Learn Morse code,” and you’ll get over 

200,000 hits (!), many of which are free online tools to 

help learn the code.  

Morse Code, Contõd 

And yes, “there’s an app for that” ... numerous Android 

and iPhone versions. Google also announced a new app 

last April using Morse for more efficient email compo-

sition. 

I’ll warn you ... once you learn the code and reach some 

level of proficiency, it can become addictive. My name 

is Doug, and I’m a CW operator. 

Notes: 

A note on terminology here ... most hams, me included, 

tend to use the terms “Morse Code” and “CW” inter-

changeably, since the most common method of transmit-

ting Morse is by using an On-Off-Keyed Continuous-

Wave. Early wireless transmissions used spark-gap 

transmitters to transmit Morse code. Of course, you can 

also use a light, whistle, car horn, or anything else that 

can be on-off-keyed to send Morse. 

 

You don’t believe that there are a lot of hams still using 

CW? If you have access to a shortwave receiver, try 

listening during the last full weekend of November 

around 14 or 21 MHz (the 20 and 15-meter amateur 

bands) during the day or 7 MHz (40-meter band) at 

night. That weekend is the occasion of an annual world 

wide contest, in which hams compete to see who can 

contact the most other hams in a 48-hour period. Typi-

cally 40,000 or so hams participate, making a total of a 

few million brief two-way contacts.  

 

If you don’t have a shortwave receiver, you can access 

various tunable SDRs on the Web and listen in via Web. 

Start at www.websdr.org for a list. My favorite is at the 

University of Twente in the Netherlands. 
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Interoperability 
The word interoperability raises its head again as the Ham 

Radio world tries to figure out where exactly it fits in the 

rapidly changing world of emergency and disaster communi-

cations. At one time, it was easy, you called on the RACES 

(Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service) to help out and its 

virtual auxiliary the Amateur Radio Emergency Service 

(ARES) to help out. Hams turned out from all over New 

England to help out. 

 

However, two dates changed things forever. First, there is 

April, anniversary of when two American terrorists – work-

ing alone and not part of any international conspiracy – took 

the lives of several hundred people at the Mara Building with 

their bomb-laden trucks. There was a huge problem there 

that Hams did fill, eventually, finding common communica-

tions through which the rescuers could talk. 

 

The professionals started to think, though, that when an 

emergency was happening they needed support now, not in 

15 minutes or 2 hours or whatever it took to get Hams on 

scene with our frequency-agile radios. Plus, there was the 

problem of security and common operating jargon. 

Incident Command 

 

For a time, the Incident Command System (ICS) was touted 

as the way to gain interoperability between services. It was 

believed that if the first responders, which hams are consid-

ered, were able to work from a single matrix then things 

would improve, and they did for a while. 

 

But, a funny thing happened on the way to interoperability, 

the professional side of the world – police, fire, EMS/EMT – 

began to look at Hams as “wannabees,” or “pretenders” who 

didn't know what they were doing. The fact that RACES had 

been an integral part of the communications system follow-

ing World War II was lost on a new generation of responders 

who no longer remembered World War II. These were the 

folks born after 1970 to whom World War II was just his-

tory. They were babies when the Berlin Wall came down and 

the Cold War ended. RACES seemed an anachronism, if 

they knew of it at all. 

 

Re-inventing the wheel 

The real issues for the professional response community be-

gan to raise their head after the Marine barracks attack in 

Beirut in 1983 where 283 Marines lost their lives. There 

seemed to be too few lines of information into and out of the 

area. The wild fire community in the Western part of the 

nation had its own set of unique problems where not only 

cities and towns had to communicate on standard freq.'s. 

 

Interoperability, Contõd 
with standard equipment, but counties and states too, as fire 

knows no boundaries. The National Wild Fire Service De-

veloped ICS and it worked. In many cases, Hams were tied 

closely to each wild fire or search group, working with the 

Wild Fire Service, and they were activated on call from a 

central unit commander. It was a combination that still 

works today as many Hams in the Western part of the na-

tion are deeply intertwined with the wildfire and public 

safety arenas. Indeed, in some police departments, the entire 

department consists of officers who are both Ham Radio 

operators and police professionals. 

 

And, when the Federal Communications Commission 

(FCC) eliminated any trace of the requirement for Morse 

Code in obtaining an Amateur License, our ranks began to 

swell again as the age curve of the hobby was somewhere 

over 55 and climbing at the time. Now, it's back down in 

the 40s and dropping. 

 

In the main, this worked until the second date that is seared 

into everyone's mind who saw the brutal television shots 

that day, 9-11-01, the day some Islamic zealots took over 

four jetliners and flew them into the World Trade Center 

and Pentagon. Who knows where number four would have 

ended up if it weren't for the extreme bravery of the passen-

gers who, knowing their fate was certain and sealed, at-

tacked and eliminated a threat to some other important fa-

cility – the White House or Camp David, who knows? 

 

Responders had problems 

 

The responders then had to begin with a host of problems, 

let alone the nearly 3,000 dead and thousands of wounded, 

for fire department crews from cities and states away con-

verged on New York to help out couldn't talk with one an-

other and it took time to mobilize Ham volunteers (yes a 

crew of Hams spent two weeks at Ground Zero in NYC 

helping to ensure that West Nyack could talk with the Joint 

Command Post or Respose Post. And, then there were the 

units that couldn't talk to one another because they were on 

different frequencies. 

 

Even the NYC Fire Department had trouble talking between 

floors because the radios they were using had signals that 

couldn't penetrate the buildings in which they were work-

ing. 

 

The sad fact of the matter was that even as late as 2001 with 

all of the vast changes that had occurred in communications 

there was no interoperability. 
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Interoperability, Contõd (Again) 
 

That was the day the public safety world seemed to look 

at Ham Radio and ask themselves “How can they do it?” 

Frequency agility (we can operate on lots of bands and 

frequencies with radios that do get through buildings 

and we can talk with one another or other groups. 

 

The Ham world was also developing interoperability on 

High Frequency (1.8MHz to 30 MHz) via modes like 

PSK31 (a topic for another column), FLDIGI and more. 

 

Interoperability is king 

 

These three words “interoperability is king” will be the 

key to where our hobby is headed over the next few 

years. Already we have our own “special” mode digital 

repeaters for Icom's D-Star emission, while Kenwood 

has “Sky Commander” and others as they are also major 

public service players (so is Icom and both have to play 

in the same sand box). 

 

There's a key, though, once the public safety officials 

have achieved interoperability, where do Hams fit in and 

one of the key sessions at the New England Ham Radio 

Convention next weekend will explore just that. There 

are changes that make sense and some which don't make 

sense; where it seems the public safety sector is throw-

ing away years of experience by moving away from pro-

grams such as RACES. 

 

Maybe the new model will be one used already by the 

National Weather Service and its local offices. Indeed, 

Rob Macedo, KD1CY, Eastern Mass. Section Emer-

gency Coordinator for the ARES will be leading not 

only his own meeting on ARES but will participate on 

interoperability panels led by Mike Nielsen, W1MPN, 

acting MA RACES Officer. Indeed, until a better pro-

gram comes along we are using the existing model. 

 

Problems exist that need to be fixed. 

 

For some reason or other, the public safety world thinks 

it has all of the answers to its own communications is-

sues, but it does not. Indeed, as it has implemented the 

Community Emergency Response Team concept 

(CERT), where trained volunteers staff shelters and set 

them up. It's an important piece of the piece, but only 

one piece as public safety channels are quickly over-

whelmed during emergencies, even in communities with 

multiple frequency radios.  

 

Interoperability, Contõd  
 

CERT needs communications help – maybe not to a 

RACES level and maybe the RACES model is out-

moded – but as first responders Hams have to have a 

seat at the table and not be frozen out. 

 

Other agencies 

 

Indeed, other agencies, watching their own primary mis-

sions wind down are looking at Emergency Communica-

tions (EMCOMM) but are reinventing the wheel and 

loading themselves down with frameworks within which 

they must work. In other words, during an emergency an 

Army MARS station can talk with another MARS 

(Military Auxiliary Radio Service) and with Joint Oper-

ating Centers, but they can't talk with ARES or RACES 

because their (MARS) communications are for official 

use only. 

 

It's a hodgepodge that is as knotted as the famed Gor-

dian knot. And it may just be the ARES model and 

Memoranda of Understanding, giving Hams clear lines 

of authority and mission statements may be the way to 

go. Already the Red Cross requires a Ham on every dis-

aster assessment team under an MOU, as well as other 

levels of Ham help. 

 

The Salvation Army, American Police Chiefs Assn., 

American Communications Officers Association and 

others have similar Memoranda. This will be discussed 

at length at Boxboro, making this one of the most impor-

tant conventions in years. 

 

 

V O L U M E  1 2     I S S U E  1 0  
P A G E  1 3  



 

 

FirstNet Is Formed 
The board for the organization that will oversee the national 

interoperable first responders' network was named by the 

Department of Commerce on Aug, 20.  

  

The department also named Sam Ginn, a telecommunications 

industry veteran, former chief executive of Bell operating 

company Pacific Telesis, and one of the founders of wireless 

services pioneer AirTouch, as the board chairman. 

 

In remarks at the opening session of the Association of Pub-

lic-Safety Communications Officials (APCO) International 

conference, acting U.S. Commerce Secretary Rebecca Blank 

appointed 12 of the nation’s leading experts on public safety 

and wireless broadband communications to serve on the 

Board of the First Responder Network Authority (FirstNet). 

 

FirstNet is congressionally mandated to establish a nation-

wide interoperable wireless broadband network that enables 

police, firefighters, emergency services personnel, and others 

in public safety to better communicate with one another dur-

ing emergencies and use new technology to improve re-

sponse time, keep communities safe, and save lives.  

 

The network is to be based on the Congressional allocation 

of $7 billion of spectrum auction proceeds and spectrum 

bandwidth. 

 

FirstNet is to operate as an independent authority within teh 

Commerce Department’s National Telecommunications and 

Information Administration (NTIA). Congress directed that 

FirstNet be run by a 15-person Board of Directors, with the 

Secretary of Homeland Security, the Attorney General, and 

the Director of the Office of Management and Budget named 

as permanent members of the Board. Congress charged the 

Secretary of Commerce with selecting the remaining 12 

members. 

 

“Today’s announcement is an example of the Obama admini-

stration’s commitment to ensuring that our brave first re-

sponders have the modern communications capabilities they 

need to be safe while protecting our communities,” said 

Blank. “For too long, America’s first responders have been 

hampered by outdated technology and incompatible net-

works, and the creation of the FirstNet Board is a critical first 

step toward changing that.  

 

The Board members, along with their permanent federal 

partners, possess a diverse combination of expertise neces-

sary to successfully carry out this important mission. Ameri-

cans cannot wait any longer for effective emergency services 

that use available cutting-edge  

FirstNet, Contõd 

technology—it is part of what we need to support a 21st 

century economy that is built to last.” 

 

The FirstNet Board of Directors represents the interests of a 

wide range of stakeholders, including public safety; states, 

territories, tribes and localities; and urban and rural resi-

dents. Each member of this diverse group brings consider-

able public safety, network, technology, and/or finance ex-

pertise. They are: 

 

 Tim Bryan, CEO, National Rural Telecommunications 

Cooperative 

 

 Charles “Chuck” Dowd, Deputy Chief, New York City 

Police Department  

 

F. Craig Farrill, Wireless telecommunications executive  

 

Paul Fitzgerald, Sheriff, Story County, Iowa 

 

Samuel “Sam” Ginn, Telecommunications executive  

 

Jeffrey Johnson, Fire Chief (retired); former Chair, State 

Interoperability Council, State of Oregon; CEO, Western 

Fire Chiefs Association 

 

William Keever, Telecommunications executive (retired) 

 

Kevin McGinnis, Chief/CEO, North East Mobile Health 

Services  

 

Ed Reynolds, Telecommunications executive (retired) 

 

Susan Swenson, Telecommunications/technology executive 

 

Teri Takai, Government information technology expert; 

former CIO, states of Michigan and California  

 

Wellington Webb, Founder, Webb Group International; 

former Mayor, Denver. 

 

Samuel “Sam” Ginn was appointed the chairman of the 

FirstNet Board. Ginn, a pioneer and leader in the wireless 

telecommunications industry, brings more than four dec-

ades of senior operations and management experience. 

 

He served as chairman and chief executive officer of Pacific 

Telesis from 1988-1994 and chairman of AirTouch from 

1993-1999. In 1999, when Vodafone acquired AirTouch, 

Mr. Ginn assumed the position of chairman in the United 

Kingdom. 
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FirstNet, Contõd Some Moõ 

 

“The Board has a wealth of public safety expertise and 

members who thoroughly understand state and local com-

munications needs. With Sam Ginn in the lead, we have 

an exceptional roster of wireless industry veterans who 

know how to build a network and develop a product that 

offers the applications desired by the public safety com-

munity at an affordable price,” said Assistant Secretary 

for Communications and Information and NTIA Admin-

istrator Lawrence Strickling. "We are grateful that they 

have agreed to take on this challenge, and we are confi-

dent that they will meet it.” 

 

FirstNet will develop and operate the new broadband 

network, which is to be based on a single, nationwide 

network architecture, thus enabling first responders and 

public safety officials to communicate with one another 

within and across jurisdictions.  

 

The secure and interoperable network will also support 

cutting-edge applications – for example, enabling fire-

fighters to download blueprints of burning buildings in 

order to plan their entry route, allowing emergency medi-

cal technicians to remotely access a victim’s medical re-

cords from an ambulance, or helping police to identify 

criminal suspects through facial recognition or iris scan-

ning technologies. 

 

By: Mark Rockwell 

 

 

Cruisinõ With Your Rig 
 

I am excited to try out all areas of amateur radio. Being 

eighteen years old, I’m also willing to schlep my rig 

wherever I can. This past month, I went on an Alaskan 

cruise with Disney Cruise Lines and I decided to try HF 

while on the Disney Wonder. 

Cruisinõ, Contõd 
 

I began investigating cruise ship operation via Google, 

where I found mixed reports of success. It seems a lot 

of cruise lines don’t allow ham radio use onboard. I 

found a story from one ham who had success with 

Disney, so I started by simply sending an email to 

Disney Cruise Lines.  

 

I wrote: “I am a licensed amateur radio operator and I 

was wondering if I am allowed to operate my radio 

while I am on my cruise this summer in Alaska. I have 

heard other people have gotten permission in the past 

to do this, I would really appreciate the opportunity to. 

Thank you for your time!” 

 

A day or two later, I got a response stating that “Ham 

Radios may be brought onboard; however, there is no 

guarantee that they will function.” A little vague, the 

reply was enough to make me to continue on in my 

ventures. 

 

Disney’s ships are registered in the Bahamas so I 

needed a reciprocal license to operate. Of course, I did 

all of this research way too late. However, I emailed 

the Utilities Regulation & Competition Authority, 

which is the responsible party for amateur radio in the 

Bahamas.  

 

To my surprise, they were extremely helpful and said 

while it using takes nearly a month, if I scanned and 

emailed the necessary forms, a copy of my passport 

ID page, a copy of my FCC license, and pay the $35 

fee via credit card, I would get approved in time. Still 

a little unsure, I proceeded. 

 

I still needed permission from the master of the ship, 

and I thought it would be impossible to prior to the 

cruise. I decided to write a nice letter and send it to the 

Disney Cruise offices in Florida as well as the port in 

Seattle where the cruise left from. On both, I simply 

addressed it to the “Disney Wonder Captain.” 

 

I was pleased to receive a nice reply from the Florida 

offices on an official letterhead stating it was no prob-

lem as long as I did not cause any interference. About 

a week later, I received an email from the captain’s 

assistant stating Captain Thord Haugen “enjoyed read-

ing my letter and has no problem with you operating 

your radio onboard.” 
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 Still Cruisinõ 
 

Now I was really excited! My license officially came via 

email the day before I left. I packed up my Yaesu FT450D, 

MFJ manual tuner (thanks to N8PZD, Clark for lending it to 

me!), and a 15m, 20m, and 40m Hamstick.  

 

Once onboard, I set up, mounted the Hamstick on my ve-

randa and grounded it to the ship’s hull. Stupidly, I didn’t 

take any photos of my setup, but it was pretty simple. I fired 

up the rig and made a QSO as we left Seattle. 

 

However, that is where my HF experience ended. I turned 

off the rig, came back later and found my radio wasn’t 

working. Unfortunately, I couldn’t do anything else on HF. 

Right now, my rig is on its way back to Yaesu for a war-

ranty claim.  

 

All wasn’t lost as I brought my FT60R too and listened to 

all the port operations. I also worked 2 meters FM in vari-

ous ports including Skagway, Alaska where the mountain 

repeater system got me to Whitehorse, Canada (about 100 

miles). 

 

In the end, it was quite an experience – both Alaska itself 

and ham radio. While I was really disappointed my rig died 

after all the pre-cruise work, I hope some others can benefit 

from my experience. Plus, I’m sure I’ll try it on another 

cruise in the future.  

 

It was pretty cool to be able to say “Maritime Mobile 

aboard the Disney Wonder Cruise Ship off the coast of 

Alaska” and I would recommend at least investigating if 

you are going on a cruise.  

 

I’ve heard Holland America has a written policy allowing 

ham radios, and they are probably your best bet if looking 

for a “ham radio cruise.”  

 

 73! Tony  (KD8RTT) 

 

 

Unification? 
 
The English mathematician, James Clark Maxwell, in 1865, 

began a scientific activity that is still going on today. As far 

as the scientific knowledge at the time, the Electric and Mag-

netic forces were separate and distinct. Each had been exten-

sively investigated. The equations describing them were well 

known. 

 

Looking at these equations, Maxwell saw that they were very 

similar, sort of like a left hand is to a right. He worked out 

the relationship and was able to “unify” them. The product of 

this was  a set of equations, called “Maxwell’s Equations,” 

that describe a single “Electromagnetic” force.  

 

That electricity and magnetism are both aspects of the same 

force, was something many scientists at the time strongly 

suspected. In fact that intuition is what set Maxwell on his 

mission to connect them. The idea that light was part of the 

bargain was completely unexpected.  In fact, Maxwell 

thought it was an “artifact”, something in the math that had 

no basis in reality.  

 

Light had been seriously scientifically studied as a separate 

phenomenon since at least the 1700’s, when Isaac Newton 

wrote his complete study of light, Opticks, and worked on 

refraction using prisms, lenses, formed a theory of colors, 

and invented the reflecting, or Newtonian, telescope.  

 

Maxwell, and his mathematical unification formed the basis 

for our modern understanding of the Electromagnetic force. 

What has this meant to us today, 150 years later? Quite a lot, 

actually. 

 

The Electromagnetic force is responsible for radio and all it’s 

derivatives. That includes not only radio (two-way and 

broadcast), TV (broadcast, cable and satellite), and cell 

phones (smart and dumb), of course, but also some less obvi-

ous radio systems like GPS, RADAR, microwave communi-

cation systems, fiber optics – pretty much all our modern 

communications devices.  

 

We would still have land-line telephones, but almost none of 

the modern electronics that are presently used to enhance 

that network. So the phone would be pretty much like it was 

in the 1930’s. Long distance would be difficult and noisy. 

There would be no wireless-anything. 

 

We would probably still have the telegraph. By now, it 

would be automated to the extent that wire line Telex 

(teletype) machines would be relatively common. For longer 

distances, perhaps more common than the telephone.  
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Unification, Contõd 
Our understanding of Quantum Mechanics would not have 

gotten very far off the ground without understanding the 

Electromagnetic force. That means no music CDs, no 

DVDs no LEDs, no LASERs. In fact most of our electron-

ics would have advanced only little in the last 150 years.  

 

We would probably have no modern airline transportation, 

because without the radio communication and navigation 

systems that support our present air transportation network, 

only a tiny fraction of the flights we presently have would 

be safely possible.  

 

Chemistry is based largely on the Electromagnetic Force. A 

lot of modern Chemistry is built on insights derived directly 

or indirectly from the same Physics that Maxwell revealed. 

We could go on and on. One of the most important things 

that Maxwell did with his work was to shine a light on the 

idea of unification.  

 

Physicists have since unified the Electromagnetic with the 

Weak and Strong Nuclear Forces, giving us a coherent 

mathematical framework connecting three of the four 

known Forces. Only Gravity remains an outlier to be con-

nected.  A good case could be made for none of that having 

been accomplished, without Maxwell taking the first step. 

 

In Europe right now, buried deep under the French-Swiss 

border, at CERN, the European Organization for Nuclear 

Research, the Large Hadron Collider, the world’s largest 

“atom-smasher”, is humming away. It is looking for physi-

cal evidence that physicists hope might point toward a pos-

sible unification of Gravity and the other three forces.  

 

What would that mean to us? Well, look at all the clever 

tricks we’ve learned to do with the Electromagnetic force. 

Meanwhile, what have we used Gravity for? Pretty much 

holding things down so they don’t float away. Don’t get me 

wrong, we have a deep understanding of Gravity from the 

Theory of Relativity. But that understanding is of Gravity as 

a separate Force. That is similar to Faraday’s understanding 

of electricity and magnetism. It’s good enough to accurately 

hurl a spacecraft into orbit around Jupiter , or land one on 

Mars within 100-feet of target.  

 

But, what if we understood how Gravity worked as inti-

mately as we now understand the Electromagnetic Force? 

What unexpected “bonus” might spring from that under-

standing? What sort of tricks might we learn to do with the 

Gravitational Force, and how would that change the way we 

live? None of us can begin to imagine what such a world 

would look like in another 150 years.       de NM7R  
 

Operators Wanted For  

Banaba DXpedition 
 

A 14-member team of operators led by Jay W2IJ and 

David N1EMC is being planned for a DXpedition to 

Banaba for March/April 2013.  

 

A license has been issued (T33A), landing permission 

obtained and charter boat organized. The team's plan 

is to have 6 active stations on 160-10 meters using 

CW, SSB and RTTY for approximately 12 days 

(including two weekends) returning to Tarawa on 

April 10, 2013.  

 

Operators mentioned are Jay W2IJ, David N1EMC, 

Arnold N6HC, John N7CQQ, Charlie W6KK, Mike 

N9NS, Paul W8AEF, Cliff KD6XH, Jay AA4FL, 

Franz DK1II and Carlos EA1IR.  

 

They have 3 slots remaining for interested operators.  

For more details in joining the DXpedition, drop an E-

mail to Banaba[at]T33A.com.  

 

So, you failed geography and you do not know where 

Banaba Island is? Me too. I had to look it up. It 

sounds nice and warm. It is North and West of Austra-

lia. I wonder of they have snakes? 

 

 Coronal Mass Ejection  

Impact Sparks  

Geomagnetic Storm 
 

A coronal mass ejection (CME) hit Earth's magnetic 

field on Sept. 30th. 

 

At first, the impact was weak and produced little ef-

fect, but now (the early hours of Oct. 1st) moderately-

strong geomagnetic storms are brewing in the CME's 

wake. 

 

High-latitude sky watchers should be alert for auroras, 

especially during the hours around local midnight. 

Glare from the Harvest Moon will reduce visibility. 

 

Check http://spaceweather.com for photos and up-

dates. 
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MFJ 40th Anniversary 
 
Live internet broadcast of the MFJ 40 Anniversary on 

Oct 5-6 

 

http://w5kub.com will be broadcasting this special event. 

There will be a number of special guests, there will be fo-

rums, factory tours, and a hamfest to mention just a few of 

the events that will be shown live. 

 

As in past broadcasts, W5KUB.COM will be giving prizes 

away to lucky viewers who tune in to the broadcast. There 

will also be a live chat room where you can talk to other 

hams around the world and also ask questions realtime to the 

people at this event. W5KUB.COM is viewed in over 150 

countries. 

 

Please help us spread the word. You can get more updated 

information regarding the details and schedules at our face-

book broadcast page at: 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/w5kub/ 

 

We will also be broadcasting the 4 hour drive from Mem-

phis, Tn to Starkville, MS, home of MFJ, on Thursday after-

noon Oct 4 starting at approx 3:00 pm Central time. 

 

If you can't make it in person to this event, we hope we will 

see you on the broadcast. 

 

Standing Waves  

Educational Video 
This vintage Bell Labs video explains Standing Waves and 

resonance as well as the energy loss by impedance mis-

matching. 

 

On an elementary conceptual level, this film reflects the mul-

tifaceted scientific hyperthinking that was typical of a Bell 

Labs approach. Host Dr. J.N. Shive's presence as a lecturer is 

excellent - it's understandable by a layperson even when he 

branches into equations, because he uses copious amounts of 

real-world examples to bolster the material. 

 

Shive's role at Bell Labs was more than just a great lecturer: 

he worked on early transistor technology, inventing the pho-

totransistor in 1950, and the machine he uses in the film is 

his invention, now called the Shive Wave Machine in college 

classrooms. 

 

Dr. J.N. Shive of Bell Labs demonstrates and discusses the 

following aspects of wave behavior: 

 

Reflection of waves from free and clamped ends Superpo-

sition Standing waves and resonance Energy loss by im-

pedance mismatching Reduction of energy loss by quarter-

wave and tapered-section transformers Original audience: 

college students. 

 

Produced at Bell Labs Footage courtesy of AT&T Ar-

chives and History Center, Warren, NJ. 

 

Watch AT&T Archives: Similarities of Wave Behavior 

(Bonus Edition). 

 

For more from the AT&T Archives, visit: 

 

http://techchannel.att.com/archives 

 

Plan NOW To Be  

On A Lightship  
 
There are plenty to activate for the first time in next year's 

International Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend on 17

-18 August 2013 to take advantage of a local or exotic 

location. 

 

A few DX spots are worth checking out and some sites 

remain in currently very active countries. It needs a little 

planning and access to the structure relies on the responsi-

ble authority that run the lighthouses, lightships and other 

maritime navigation structures allowed under the event 

guidelines. 

 

You can of course operate in the car park or very nearby. 

To see what it is all about, reports from earlier activations, 

the guidelines, an online registration form used by 70 in 16 

countries already, and a lot more, at the website at: 

 

http://illw.net 

 

Can you say Lightship Columbia? Mark your calendar for 

next years festivities. We will see you there! 
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October Member Meeting Sked 

The membership meeting will be held on Saturday October 12th at 5:00 P.M. at Clatsop Community College in Seaside.  

All are welcome. Parking for the disabled is available and elevators can take you to the second floor. To see a map, click 

on the link below: 

 

http://mapq.st/T3j4M9 

 

Ham Radio License Class Sked 
 

      Free Technician Class Nov 2012 

Brought to you by the folks at www.clatsophamclass.com.  

Please register at their web site listed above. 

Friday (Day 1 of 2) November 16, 2012 at 5:30 p.m.  

Saturday (Day 2 of 2) November 17, 2012 at 9:00 a.m.  

Clatsop Community College at 1455 N Roosevelt, Seaside, OR. Click 

the link below for a map. 

 

http://mapq.st/P9B7xA 

 

By the way, did we tell you the class was FREE?? 

 
 

WA7VE  
Seaside Tsunami Amateur Radio Society, Inc.  
(A 501c3, tax exempt, corporation)  

P.O. Box 128  

Seaside, OR. 97103-0128  

 

Email: wa7ve@wa7ve.org  

http://www.wa7ve.org  

 

President - Pat Love 503ð739-5465  

Vice President - Terry Williams  

Secretary - Carolyn Lee  

Treasurer - Vianne Patterson  

 

Trustee - Hal Denison  

http://mapq.st/T3j4M9
http://www.clatsophamclass.com
http://mapq.st/P9B7xA

